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Are You Ready?

Luke 22:31-34

The Bible emphasizes words by using them often.

Example: The words “seven”, “twelve”, “seventy”, “wisdom”, and
“love”.

A very important word for this study — “Ready”

We will study several ways in which this word is used.

Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go with you.”

Luke 22:31-34, “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  But I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren.  And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into
prison, and to death.  And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow
this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.”

By our attitudes sometimes, one would think we are ready, just as
Peter thought he was ready.

Many people in the religious world think they are ready.

Matt. 7:21-23, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

Jesus announced betrayal. Peter said he was ready, but he was not.

He later denied the Lord. Luke 22:54-62, “Then took they him, and led
him, and brought him into the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar
off.  And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set
down together, Peter sat down among them.  But a certain maid beheld him
as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man
was also with him.  And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 
And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them.
And Peter said, Man, I am not.  And about the space of one hour after
another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with
him: for he is a Galilaean.  And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou
sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.  And the Lord
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turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the
Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me
thrice.  And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.”

We are asked to follow in the steps of Jesus. 1 Pet. 2:21, “For even
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps:”

And that we must deny self. Matt. 16:24, “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.”

Example: Rich young ruler wouldn’t pay the price. Luke 18:18-24,
“And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?
none is good, save one, that is, God.  Thou knowest the commandments, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,
Honour thy father and thy mother.  And he said, All these have I kept from
my youth up.  Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet
lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.  And when
he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.  And when
Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that
have riches enter into the kingdom of God!”

Be ready always to give an answer.

1 Pet. 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear:”

To do this we must study.

2 Tim. 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Is our attitude like that of the rich young ruler?  Do we want to serve
Jesus, but not have to put ourselves out for Him?

Many hours are spent in this old world preparing ourselves for a good
social life.  What about our Christian life?

Acts 17:11, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”
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A good attitude is essential.

• 1 Pet. 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:”

• Col. 4:6, “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”

• 2 Tim. 2:25, “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging
of the truth;”

Paul said, “I am ready to preach the gospel.”

Rom. 1:15, “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to
you that are at Rome also.”

Why did Paul want to preach? He was not ashamed of it. Rom. 1:16,
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

He believed that preaching the gospel was the power of God (see above 
verse). He felt he owed something to the Jews and the Gentiles to preach
to them. Rom. 1:14, “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise.”

That is part of the problem Christians have today.  They don’t feel that 
they owe the world anything.

Paul knew the disobedient would be lost, so he wanted to preach to
them.

2 Thess. 1:7-8, “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,  In
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:”

Do you have enough love and concern for your neighbor to try to save
him?  Or do you feel that Christians are to keep their religion to
themselves?

These should motivate us to preach the gospel, as well.

Are we ready in worship service to Christ?

This is a matter of attitude and preparedness.

Jesus and the apostles had an appointed time when they gathered
together for the Passover. 
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• Luke 22:7-8, “Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the
passover must be killed.  And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go
and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.”

• Luke 22:13-14, “And they went, and found as he had said unto
them: and they made ready the passover.  And when the hour was
come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.”

What if a radio station announced to the community that everyone
entering the football stadium before 10:00 a.m. would receive $500? 
There would be a long line as soon as the announcement was made with
major traffic jams.

Isn’t the riches of heaven much greater than $500?

Matt. 16:26, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?”

That they (the rich) be ready to distribute.

1 Tim. 6:17-18, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth
us richly all things to enjoy;  That they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;”

Remember the rich young ruler. We can’t be a good Christian without
sharing.

God shared His Son. John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

We need to express kindness and unselfishness. Luke 10:30-37, “And 
Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  And by chance there
came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by
on the other side.  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him,
he had compassion on him,  And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to
an inn, and took care of him.  And on the morrow when he departed, he
took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care 
of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will
repay thee.  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto
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him that fell among the thieves?  And he said, He that shewed mercy on
him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.”

The early church practiced this principle.

• Acts 2:45, “And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them
to all men, as every man had need.”

• Acts 4:34-35, “Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold,  And laid them down at the
apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according
as he had need.”

• James 1:27, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the world.”

• Titus 3:1, “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and
powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,”

Paul said, “I am ready … to die.”

Acts 21:13, “Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break
mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Agabus and other brethren tried to keep Paul from going to
Jerusalem.  They failed. Paul was bound at Jerusalem and later
imprisoned at Rome, where he eventually died.

He was ready.

2 Tim. 4:6-8, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

Would you be ready to die today? To do so, you need to live for Jesus?

Rom. 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.”

Jesus warns us to be ready for His return. Matt. 24:42-44, “Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  But know this,
that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to
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be broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh.”

Example: The tragedy of the foolish virgins. Matt. 25:1-13, “Then shall 
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,
and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were wise, and
five were foolish.  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil
with them:  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  While the
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  And at midnight there
was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said
unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  But the wise
answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go
ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  And while they went to
buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut.  Afterward came also the other virgins,
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not.  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”

We must purpose and plan for His coming.

Conclusion.

Our only hope for eternity is to be ready. Those who are not ready will
be lost. “Are you ready for that day to come?”

The following are how you can be ready:

• Faith.  Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was in high
school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my same age told
me he was an atheist. Since I had been baptized, I took the
opportunity to talk to him about the scriptures. He told me that he
could see that living the life of a Christian was good, but he wasn’t
sure if he believed there was a God. But to be on the safe side,
maybe he should go to church, and when he dies and stands
before God (if there is a God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a
Judgment), maybe if God sees that he has gone to church and
lived a good life that God would send him to heaven (if there is a
heaven), and not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t
work that way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or
you cannot please Him.”
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• ·Repentance.  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
Acts 11:18, “… Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you heard a noise
in the other room, and you think to yourself, “There’s a burglar in
my house!” So you reach for your cell phone, and as quietly as you
can, you call the police, tell them there is a burglar in your house,
and you give them your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and
capture the thief. He yells, “I’m sorry; I’m sorry!” What is he sorry
for? He is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and wants to
change his life so that he would never steal again. That is true
repentance. It is a change of mind that brings about a change of
action. That is what we have to do before we can become a
Christian.

• Confession.  Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” What do we confess? That we believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life, or
salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one has
already attained.

• Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and salvation are  
attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill all righteousness,
“But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me?  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to
be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he
suffered him.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus
was baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did you 
see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized? Jesus also
said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We are baptized
because it fulfills His righteousness, not because it is of our
righteousness.
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In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what did you say the
reason of baptism is? “for the remission of sins”. Why would anyone 
want to leave out the step that removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be baptized.
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very same
thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16).
Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead to us. “Know ye not, that
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into
his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we
have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6). Baptism is
God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in our lives by
baptism. We are free from our old sins only when we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery and
sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not become a member of Christ's flock, won't you consider
it today?
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