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Christ’s Will
Col. 1:9-12

Col. 1:9-12, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened with all
might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”

The will that Jesus gave us is similar of man’s will and testament
when he dies.

Wills are drawn up in advance of one’s death.

Earthly, usually done by lawyers, who write it up based upon the
desires of their client.

Christ’s will was drawn up by the apostles who did so by the direction
of Jesus.

e John 14:26, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

* 1 John 1:1-5, “That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life
was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew
unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And
these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This thenis
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”

* 1 Thess. 2:13, “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,
because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye
received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of
God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.”
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A will must be carried out
only after the author’s death.

This is so with an earthly will; It was also true with the death of Christ.

* Heb. 10:9-10, “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.”

* Heb. 9:12-17, “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for
this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the
first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force
after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth.”

A will states the contents of the inheritance.

Earthly — Home, money, possessions, etc.

Christ’s will — a heavenly home. Matt. 25:34, “Then shall the King say
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:”

Some try to steal away the inheritance
that was rightfully given to others.

Earthly. Relatives often try to contest a will, sometimes by making
false claims (author was out of his right mind. Some try to steal items
before an accounting is made.

Some attempt to wrest Christ’s will when they are not listed in His
inheritance.

* Mark 12:1-10, “And he began to speak unto them by parables. A
certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and
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digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to
husbandmen, and went into a far country. And at the season he
sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the
husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. And they caught him, and
beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent unto them
another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in
the head, and sent him away shamefully handled. And again he
sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some,
and killing some. Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he
sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.
But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir;
come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. And they took
him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall
therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the
husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others. And have ye
not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is
become the head of the corner.”

* Matt. 7:21, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.”

e John 10:10, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.”

* 1 Cor. 6:9-10, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

Who gets the inheritance?

Earthly — Those we love. Usually our children.

Heavenly — Those who love God and keep the stipulations placed in
the will.

* 2 Tim. 4:8, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.”

* John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
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Only the children of God will receive the inheritance.

* Rom. 11:7-22, “What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he
seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were
blinded. (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should
not hear;) unto this day. And David saith, Let their table be made a
snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto
them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow
down their back alway. I say then, Have they stumbled that they
should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is
come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the
fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them
the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? For I speak
to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I
magnify mine office: If by any means I may provoke to emulation
them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. For if the
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the
receiving of them be, but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit be
holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the
branches. And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou,
being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them
partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; Boast not against
the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root
thee. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might
be graffed in. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: For if God
spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not
thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.”

* Gal. 4:1-7, “Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child,
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is
under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.
Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the
elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore
thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of
God through Christ.”
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The wicked will not receive the inheritance, even if they have been a
part of God’s family. Eph. 5:1-5, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear
children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once
named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous
man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God.”

Wills often have stipulations placed in them.

Earthly — Example: A named inheritor may have to reach the age of
21 before he can receive the inheritance.

Heavenly: We must be born into His family.

John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Faith. Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.” Rom. 10:17, “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Repentance. Acts 3:19, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord.”

Confession. Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Baptism. John 3:5, “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

Christ has also given other stipulations in His will to those in His
family.

* 2 Pet. 1:3-10, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to
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your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his
old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall”

The Holy Spirit aids us in this life.

Rom. 8:26-27, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

The will must be witnessed.

Earthly — A witness authenticates the will is not a fake.

Heavenly — The apostles have witnessed the authenticity of Christ’s
will.

Acts 4:33, “And with great power gave the apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.”

Conclusion.

The heavenly home that Jesus is building is a far greater inheritance
than anything we can inherit in this life.

Rev 21:10-22:5, “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal; And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east three gates; on the
north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden
reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And
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the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he
measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and
the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall
thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of
a man, thatis, of the angel. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper:
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of
the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The
first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony;
the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus;
the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were
twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city
was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein:
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of
them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth
do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut
at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the
glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into
it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. And he
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve
him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.
And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and
ever.”

Won't you meet the qualifications as required above to reveive this
inheritance as stipulated in His will?
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