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The fear of the Lord is an important part of
a Christian life, that helps develop the other qualities we need. The Psalmist instructed us to fear
God because of what He did in creating the world
in Psa. 33:8-9. ―Let all the earth fear the LORD:
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
him. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.‖ Jesus Himself stressed
the importance of fearing God because of what He
will do in the end of the world. Matt. 10:28.
―And fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.‖

Page 12

way, they are together become unprofitable; there
is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is
an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have
used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and
misery are in their ways: And the way of peace
have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes.‖

But what do we do with the fear of the
Lord? Does it freeze us to inaction like the unprofitable servant in Matt. 25? Or does it inspire us to
action like Noah? Heb. 11:7. ―By faith Noah, beWithout the fear of the Lord there is spiri- ing warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
tual chaos, as we read in Rom. 3:10-18. ―As it is
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There house; by the which he condemned the world, and
is none that understandeth, there is none that
became heir of the righteousness which is by
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the
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faith.‖ You see he not only feared God but moved
with fear. This is the example for us to follow.

3:

Come and hear

Psa. 66:16. ―Come and hear, all ye that
fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for
my soul.‖ The apostle Paul echoed this instruction
in Acts 13:15-16. ―And after the reading of the law
1:
Trust Him
and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent
Psa. 115:11 tells us. ―Ye that fear the
unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have
LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their any word of exhortation for the people, say on.
shield.‖ We fear Him because of His power and
Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand
coming judgment, but don’t forget that He wants to said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audihelp us along our way as Christians. He wants us ence.‖ Listening to instruction is such an important
to live forever with Him in Heaven. He gave us
attitude for Christians; one that blesses us and beJesus to die for our sins to make that happen. Psa. gins with fearing God. Prov. 15:31-33. ―The ear
147:11. ―The LORD taketh pleasure in them that
that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the
fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.‖ Rewise. He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own
member the encouragement of the apostle Paul in
soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth underthe 8th chapter of Romans, verses 31-32. ―What
standing. The fear of the LORD is the instruction
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, of wisdom; and before honour is humility.‖
who can be against us? He that spared not his own
4:
Depart from evil
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?‖ Trust
Prov. 16:6. ―By mercy and truth iniquity is
Him.
purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart
from evil.‖ We read in Prov. 3:5-7. ―Trust in the
2:
Praise Him
LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
We read in Psa. 22:23. ―Ye that fear the
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in
him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.‖ Prais- thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from
ing God is both appropriate and very enjoyable,
evil.‖ We read the same instruction in the New
Psa. 147:1. ―Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to Testament scriptures, II Cor. 7:1. ―Having theresing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and
fore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
praise is comely.‖ Praise should be a constant ac- ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
tivity for us as Christians, Heb. 13:15. ―By him
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.‖
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
5:
Obedience
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name.‖ Psa. 34:3. ―O magnify the
Much more could be written about these
LORD with me, and let us exalt his name topoints, as well as other points added. Let us sumgether.‖
marize, and close this article by simply noting that
Here are a few of the many things we
should do in the fear of the Lord.
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Cinde McCay
Oren Johnston
Brady Lamb
Florence Fuller

Yakima, WA
Yakima, WA
Yakima, WA
Yuma, AZ

Fighting Parkinson's & head injury from fall
Kidney dialysis
Deployed to Libya (Marines)
Fighting throat cancer, diabetes, & Alzheimer's

And all those in nursing homes.

Baptisms
Stephania Easter
Andrew Gardenhire

Gleed, WA
Pleasant View, OK

Feb. 26th 2012
Feb. 2012

Jeremy Andrew Christianson

Gleed, WA

Sept. 15th 2011 to Bro. Jason and Sis. Katie

Births

Wedding Anouncements
Levi Smith and Kayla Carter
Glenwood, WA
Kevin Lamb and Hayley Travis Gleed,WA

July 14th 2012
Aug. 3rd 2012

Deaths
Sis. Jean R. Orendorff

Yuma, AZ

March 23, 1921—February 23, 2012.

Bro. William Sylvester Ross

Talequah, OK

September 22, 1946—March 29, 2012

Bro. Bob Stacy

Glenwood, WA

?- March 12, 2012

Meetings
June 10-17th 2012
June 24-July 1 2012
July 8th –11 2012
July 15th—18th 2012
July 22nd—25th 2012

Broken Bow, OK
Lorenzo, TX
Yakima, WA
Gleed, WA
Glenwood, WA

Guest Speakers
Bros. Skip Berry and Eric Harper
Bro. Mick Boen
Guest Speakers
Bro. Jack Warford

If you have any updates or corrections to this list, please email me at
editor.christiancourier@gmail.com so I can keep this list current.
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Bulletin board
Prayer of Faith for those in need
Sue Bixler
Tina Mickey
Jackie Brown
Jim Brown
Ericka Ferguson
Synda Swain

Aztec, NM
Aztec, NM
Baron, OK
Baron, OK
Bedford, NY
Bellflower, CA
Jay & LaWanda Durham Broken Bow, OK
Doug Ferguson
Broken Bow, OK
Tony Schell
Cedaredge, CO
Doris Ridlon
Canton, GA
Lynn Iker
Duncan, OK
Linda Wilson
Flora Vista NM
Carol Bauer
Gleed, WA
Robert Farley
Gleed, WA
Don Hammett
Gleed, WA
Gene McKinney
Gleed, WA
Ola McKenney
Gleed WA
Troy Solomon
Gleed, WA
Ellen McCay
Glenwood, WA
Jeannean McSwane
Glenwood, WA
Fern Logan
Glenwood, WA
Otto Alvarez
Harlingen, TX
Mariella Alvarez
Harlingen, TX
Robert Lane
Hillsboro, OR
Eunice Jared
Hillsboro, OR
Gary Calhoun
Hillsboro, OR
Sharon Moore
Lorenzo, TX
Jayetta Loftis
Lorenzo, TX
Ellis Forsman
Lorenzo, TX
Barbara Carlin
Lake Havisu AZ
Joseph Davis
Mesa, AZ
Renee Seaton
Pleasant View, OK
Christine Burkhart
Springdale, AR
Gerald Buckner
Stilwell, OK
Lawanda Durham
Tiner, OK
Gerald Warner
Waterford, CA
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Stoke(2), Heart Attack & Diabetes
Gall Bladder surgery/blood clots in lungs
Serious lung problems
Lung infection
In prison
Stroke, now in rehab
Surgery, illness, falls
Neck & heart surgeries for blockages.
Heart irregularities
Hip replacement & heart problems
Heart surgery & financial need
Anxiety & extreme weight gain
Fighting cancer
Severe pain
Fighting cancer
Diabetes & heart problems
Tumor removal & age.
Severe back pain
Severe aching joints - age
Severe infections, pain, & blood clots
Recovering from Stroke
Dangerous travel & financial hardship
Dangerous travel & spinal problems
Recovering from stroke
Upcoming heart surgery
Brain tumor
Fighting breast cancer
Broken Leg
Dangerous & costly African travels
Fighting Cancer
Thyroid surgery & radiation treatments
Blindness—auto accident related
Health issues & financial need
Stage III Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma
Serious health issues
Stroke complications and age
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we obey in the fear of the Lord. Phil. 2:12-13.
―Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling.‖ Let’s close with Eccl.
12:13-14. ―Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring

every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.‖
In Christian love,
Terry Warford
6020 South Cedar Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
turtle64@wamail.net

News from Abroad
African Update – March 12th

many people were disappointed. Some of the meetings not canceled were covered by Bro. Laban and
I traveled to Dar es Salaam to appear at the
others while we were stuck at Mwanza. Lord willU. S. Embassy on behalf of Bro. Peter Boaz to get
ing, I plan to return to East Africa in September
his Visa to visit the United States. They refused to
and reach out to those areas still requesting the
let me speak, and then denied his request saying
Lord’s message.
the rules had changed since 911, making it harder
to get a Visa. We were both very disappointed. We
Because of the car problems, we could not
both got some kind of ―bug‖ while in Dar es Sause it to go to the airport at Nairobi; and taking a
laam, although we each ate different kinds of food bus was out of the question. Because of all of the
while there. Our 15 hour bus ride back to Mwanza stops we would not make it to the airport in time.
consequently was not easy. The ―bug‖ we both had We took a taxi to the Kenyan border, and then took
lasted for several days.
another taxi to the Nairobi airport, making it 1 hour
before check-in time. Several members of 3 conThe car was still not ready at a shop in
gregations around Machakos took buses to Nairobi
Mwanza; problems with the transmission. After
(1 ½ - 2 hour ride) to see me off. It was good to see
several days of waiting with the car being worked
them. Margaret brought food for us all to eat before
on at three separate shops, we finally drove it to
my flight. They are all good people.
Bunda, during which time the transmission was
still not working right. We had to cancel about 30
It is good to be home in Lubbock, TX,
gospel meetings mostly in Kenya before my sched- once again; although I will sorely miss loved ones
uled flight back to the United States. Obviously,
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in East Africa. They all took good care of me
while I was there.
Please continue your financial support
to the African Mission Fund, as the brethren
there will continue the work while I am gone. Last
weekend Boaz, Laban, and others held a weekend
meeting at Tonyo, Tanzania, which resulted in two
more baptisms there (the previous two meetings
resulted in 13 and 6 baptisms). The fund is very
low at present, mostly because of car problems.
We are trying to figure out what to do about that
ongoing problem.

The 9 Baptized in Shirati

I received word recently from the Philippines that there are now 30 congregations in that
country that worship with one cup and break the
bread. That’s great! We have been communicating
with them via email.
Keep all the brethren the world over in
your prayers.

Peter just told me the 18 baptisms in Tanzania
were as follows: 5 from Monuna, 9 from Shirati, 2
from Mugeta, and one from Babati. (The location
of the last one was not communicated.)
In Christian love, Ellis Forsman
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At her request, there were no services, but
she was loved by many friends and family. Our
prayers go out to them.

PLEASE make plans to be with your brothers
and sisters IN Christ at CHURCH CAMP
2012!!

In Loving Memory

Doug & Phyllis Ferguson
HC 68 Box 437
Ringold, OK. 74754
phone 580-981-2243
e-mail
phyllis_doug@yahoo.com
Mike & Melissa Harcrow
Rt. 4 Box 209
Broken Bow, OK. 74728
Phone 580-212-4587
e-mail mharcrow@pine-net.com
Danny & Sherry Treat
Rt. 2 box 982
Broken Bow, Ok. 74728
Phone 580-286-8855 56-8855
e-mail sherry.treat@gmail.com

William S. ―Bill‖ Ross, son of Kennie and Lectie
(Brown) Ross was born on September 22, 1946, in
Talequah, OK, and departed this life to be with our
Lord on March 29, 2012, in Talequah, OK, at the
age of 65 years.

In Loving Memory

In Christian love, Ellis Forsman
Updated 4-22-2012
I got a brief update from Boaz this morning. Since
I left they have created new congregations at a
location near Mugeta, Tanzania, and also at
Omoch, Nyabikondo, Siko, and Busange. I think
the latter four were in Kenya, but I’m not positive
at this time. (7 new cong. Since I left.)

and better than ever. We all want to take home a
craft made by one of our brother’s or sister’s in
Christ.

New meeting place for the cong. at Namgodi, Uganda.

Donation information:
Remember, a bank account has been set up at
Wells Fargo Bank for your support (Account number 8891458054). Checks can be made out to
―African Mission‖ (the bank’s name designation
for this project of working with groups of people
in Africa for account purposes) and sent to % Ellis
Forsman, 6718 Santa Fe Dr., Lubbock, TX, 79407,
or deposited directly at your nearest Wells Fargo
Bank.
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of Sis. Jean R. Orendorff
It is with heavy hearts that we mourn the passing
of our dear Sis. Jean Orendorff at 90 years. She
was born March 23, 1921 and passed away February 23, 2012.
She married Bro. Horace Orendorff at 18 years
old. They raised two sons, Allen & Jerry, and one
daughter, Nell. She was a Christian at Somerton
and Yuma, Arizona, for nearly 70 years.
It was said of her that she only spoke kind
words about others. It was well-known she was
extremely artistic and talented in creating many
things as well as being very knowledgeable in
many subjects. She took classes of all kinds for
many years, always hungry to learn.
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Bro. William Sylvester Ross

He was preceded in death by his parents and one
sister, Wilma Buckner.
He was a member of the Pleasant View church of
Christ in Stilwell, OK. He loved the outdoors, especially during deer hunting, and was an avid
horseback rider, and loved going on trail rides. He
enjoyed fixing up old cars and would come to
town on cruise night. He was a school bus driver
for many years and he drove for several area
schools, including Maryetta, Stilwell, and the Indian Capital Technological Center. He was most
proud of his family and really enjoyed spending
time with them.
Funeral services were held on March 31st with
Bro. Robert Eldridge officiating.
Editors note: You may or may not have noticed
some of the cost cutting measures we have implemented in the past few months, (using tabs instead
of envelopes to mail the singles out, mailing multiple smaller batches to large congregations. to
avoid priority mail postage, etc.), which has saved
us $100 to several hundred per issue, but there is
still a continuing need for financial assistance for
The Courier. Thank you for your continued support.
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us and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship. They
were on their way to the meeting in Yuma.
Monday, Mar. 12th, Daxton Earl Axtell
was born to Reas & Sarah Axtel. Several family
members from Lorenzo rejoiced at his safe arrival.
In Christian Love
The Church of Christ in Lorenzo

Pleasant View, OK
Greetings from Pleasant View Church of Christ,
Sending a donation for the paper. Our
prayers go out to all the sick and afflicted in the
churches.
We request prayers for Bro. Bill Ross who
is battling cancer (Bro. Ross passed away on
March 29th – Editor); also Bro. Gerald Buckner
who is battling cancer, too.
We were blessed with a baptism this past
month of Andrew Gardenhire; Bro. Robert Fuson
performed the baptism.
Also, I have some Christian papers from
years ago if you could use them for reprint. I
would be glad to share them with the paper; just
let me know.
Bro. George Morris
Pleasant View, OK, Church of Christ

Precious Memories
“Gospel News Courier”, March, 1962. * Bro. W.
E. Daniels, Stilwell, OK, reported on the passing
of Bro. Jim Walden. * Bro. Roy Snoderly, La
Habra, CA, reported on the passing of Bro. Fred
H. Stringham. * Bro. Bill McCay, Yakima, WA,
announced the baptisms of two people. * Bro.
George Vanderpool, Huntsville, AR, wrote that
Bro. Steve Laney had suffered a light stroke.
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“The Christian Courier”, March, 1982. * Bro.
Bill Nelson, Yuma, AZ, wrote about the passing of
Bro. Bud Wilkerson’s sister. * Bro. Bill McCay,
Yakima, WA, wrote that Sis. Nora Loveland had
been hospitalized for a week and that Bro. Jerry
McCay had crushed his ankle and was getting
treatment in Seattle. * Bud Wilkerson, Delta, CO,
invited all to attend the Big Spruce Camp Meeting
in Colorado.
“The Christian Courier”, March, 1992. * Bro.
Mike Geho, Ipswich, England, wrote that they
would love to receive tapes of lessons and singing.
* Bro. Randolph Kellems, La Habra, CA, congratulated Bro. Gerald and Sis. Natalie Brockman
on the birth of their baby girl and to Bro. Marin
and Sis. Tayna Brockman on the birth of their
baby boy. * Bro. Paul Andrews, Goshen, AR, announced a meeting in June with Bro. Audley Barnes.

We are looking forward to seeing ALL of you –
June 10th/17th, 2012. We want to make YOUR
camp the best it can be and we need your help.
There have been comments about things we might
do to improve the camp. We would like for EVERYONE to PLEASE give us your suggestions and
thoughts on things we could implement to improve
YOUR camp. We would appreciate EVERYONE’S comments.
PLEASE don’t forget crafts for the auction on
Friday evening. Let’s bring or send as many crafts
as possible, let’s make this year’s auction bigger
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Harlingen, TX
We send our greetings. Many thanks for this participation in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blast from the past!
So, how did they start a new congregation back in
the day?

We commend that the churches in different areas
of Mexico continue firm in the truth, and some
brothers collaborate in the work of gospel predication. During these months the health problems
(especially of brothers that live in very cool areas)
affect assistance during the meetings.
During these months we collaborate with little
clothes and food to the poor brethren that need this
support. The brothers that evangelize visit these
churches to encourage them and preach the gospel
to them.
The brothers in Guatemala and Central America
sent information that most of the brothers continue
firm in the faith. The problem that we find is that
the people listen to the gospel, believe, repent, and
are baptized, but during their edification some are
discouraged because they think the truth is hard to
follow. This edification work is difficult and
much time is needed for growth, but we are commanded to teach (Matt. 28:19-20).
We have plans with some brothers of Mexico to
visit Guatemala to work with the churches during
the month of April and to open new predication
fields with the contacts that we have. Thank you
for your fellowship with us in this work of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Evangelists for Mexico and Central Mexico.
Donation information: Donations to aid Otto can
be sent to: Church of Christ C/O Otto Alvarez
P.O. Box 532514 Harlingen, TX 78553
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Cards and Letters
Canton, GA
Just a quick note —
For the most part, the Canton, Georgia,
congregation is doing well.
Doris Ridlon is still in rehab facility and
doing better every day with help from everyone’s
prayers. She may be released to come home about
the ninth of March; sure hope so.
With thanks & love to all.
Frank Ridlon, Canton, GA

Citrus City, AZ
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Hope this message finds all well. We at
Citrus City are doing reasonably well.
Sorry about being slow in sending our
contribution to help with the expenses of The
Christian Courier. We appreciate and thank you
for the time and effort in putting out this newsletter.
We at the church of Christ in Citrus City
send our love and prayers to all.

Gleed, WA
Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Page 6

It has been way too long since I have written to the
Courier. Thank you for your prayers both with my
health issues and also with the death of my father.
Some of the latest news from the Gleed congregation: On 9-15-11 Jeremy Andrew Christianson
was born to Brother Jason and Sister Katie. He
joins big sisters Hannah and Hailey. Brother
Kevin Lamb announced his engagement to Sister
Hayley Travis. If the Lord wills they will be married Aug. 3, 2012. They are a real blessing to our
congregation.
It is going to be a very busy summer this year with
weddings, not only here but also on the coast. We
have changed our meeting date to July 15-18 as
there was a conflict with a wedding already scheduled. We will be having guest speakers this year.
Wilma and I hope to see you at one or more of the
meetings this year.
God Bless you all.
Robert and Wilma Farley
for the Gleed congregation.

Glenwood, WA
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Good morning from the rain of the Pacific Northwest. We are looking forward to the summer, and
not just for the weather.
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We have a wedding coming up Saturday, July 14th,
with Bro. Levi Smith and Sis. Kayla Carter. We
wish them many years of happiness within God’s
holy plan of marriage. We are also happy to have
Bro. Levi back from job training on the East
Coast.
We have our meeting set up for July 22-25 with
Bro. Jack Warford of the Baron, OK congregation.
We enjoyed their visit last year, and are looking
forward to seeing them again, and hearing Bro.
Jack again. He is an excellent teacher, and we
invite all to come be with us.
We are sad to report that Bro. Bob Stacy passed
from this life March 12, 2012. Despite declining
health, he kept his love and good humor to the
end. He will be missed, but we know he is at rest
now, awaiting a glorious eternity with the Lord.
We continue to ask for your prayers for Sis. Ellen
McCay, Sis. Fern Logan and Sis. Jeannean
McSwane for their health problems.
Closing on good news, we are happy to report that
Bro. Ben Mason and his family are moved back
into their new house, rebuilt after a fire.
With all our love,
The Glenwood, WA congregation

Lorenzo, TX
Dear Bros and Sisters in Christ,
We here at Lorenzo are doing pretty well. Sis.
Jaetta Loftis is on the mend from her broken knee.
The flu bug made its way to a couple of the families. Sis. Olene Howe had cataract surgery a few
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weeks ago. She still has to wear protective lens
some, but she seems to be doing pretty well.
Bro. Ellis Forsman is back from Africa. I
hope you have been keeping up with his wonderful work on the Dark Continent. We are really
glad he is home, although he has plans to return to
Tanzania in Sept. We here in Lorenzo continue
to designate our 3rd Sunday contributions to the
African Fund. Ellis has nurtured SO MANY
people who are hungry for the Lord. We want
to keep doing what we can to support the work.
Also, we do not want to be short minded
of Bro. Otto Alvarez. He is also doing wonderful
work in Central America. Please remember him in
your hearts and prayers. If you do not know of
this man and the commitment he has, you really
should make an effort to find out.
Good old West Texas weather has slapped
us around again. We had winds in excess of 50
MPH all day last Friday. When it was all said and
done, the winds had blown off part of our roof. It
should be covered by insurance, so it should just
be another story of the weather here.
Our Meeting is set. We are really looking
forward to another great week of worship. June
24th through July 1st. We have 2 speakers slated
for the event: Bro. Skip Berry from the Canton
congregation in Georgia and Bro. Eric Harper
from the Sacramento congregation in California.
We hope you can make plans to attend this year.
Great Worship...Great Fellowship...Great food! It
will be worth the trip!
We had a few guests passing through on
Wednesday, the 14th that stopped by to sing with
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