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How To Work With God

2 Cor. 6:1

2 Cor. 6:1, “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you
also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”

You probably have seen signs or advertisements like these:

• “The Marines are looking for a few good men.”

• “Qualified applicants only.”

• “Must be able to deal with people...”

Every institution wants the very best people working for it:

Human relations become a key factor in job placement. Key
question:  “Does he get along well with people.?”

Most believe this is more important than a college degree.

I have worked with people that were “smart” in knowing their
job, but couldn’t get along with others.  They usually didn’t last
long.

When my son-in-law applied for a job at Boeing, the plant
supervisor in talking about him to a division supervisor said,
“...and he is a real human being.”;  meaning that he communicates
well on other things besides his field of study.

God needs men:

Ezek. 22:30, “And I sought for a man among them, that should
make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I
should not destroy it: but I found none.”

God could not find a man to work with Him!  How sad. He, God,
is looking for “Yet one man.” — Micaiah:

1 Kings 22:1-40, “And they continued three years without war
between Syria and Israel.  And it came to pass in the third year, that
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel.  And
the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth in
Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand of the
king of Syria?  And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to
battle to Ramothgilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I
am as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. 
And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at
the word of the LORD to day.  Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, about four hundred men, and said unto them,
Shall I go against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they
said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.  And
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Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides,
that we might enquire of him?  And the king of Israel said unto
Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by
whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not
prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let
not the king say so.  Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, 
Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah.  And the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, having put on
their robes, in a void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and
all the prophets prophesied before them.  And Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he said, Thus saith the
LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have
consumed them.  And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 
Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the
king’s hand.  And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake
unto him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the
word of one of them, and speak that which is good.  And Micaiah said, 
As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak.  So 
he came to the king. And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go
against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall we forbear? And he answered 
him, Go, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the
king.  And the king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee
that thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name of the
LORD?  And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep 
that have not a shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master:
let them return every man to his house in peace.  And the king of Israel 
said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would prophesy no
good concerning me, but evil?  And he said, Hear thou therefore the
word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the
host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.  And
the LORD said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall
at Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and another said on
that manner.  And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the
LORD, and said, I will persuade him.  And the LORD said unto him,
Wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in
the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him,
and prevail also: go forth, and do so.  Now therefore, behold, the
LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets,
and the LORD hath spoken evil concerning thee.  But Zedekiah the
son of Chenaanah went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and
said, Which way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto
thee?  And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when
thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself.  And the king of
Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him back unto Amon the
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governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;  And say, Thus saith
the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of
affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in peace.  And
Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the LORD hath not spoken
by me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every one of you.  So the king
of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to
Ramothgilead.  And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will
disguise myself, and enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes.
And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle.  But
the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains that had rule 
over his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor great, save only
with the king of Israel.  And it came to pass, when the captains of the
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, Surely it is the king of
Israel. And they turned aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat
cried out.  And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots
perceived that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from
pursuing him.  And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote
the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said
unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the
host; for I am wounded.  And the battle increased that day: and the
king was stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at
even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot. 
And there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going
down of the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and every man to his
own country.  So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they 
buried the king in Samaria.  And one washed the chariot in the pool of
Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his
armour; according unto the word of the LORD which he spake.  Now
the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house
which he made, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?  So Ahab slept with
his fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.”

Why does God need good men?

He has limited His work to earthen vessels.

• Rom. 1:14-16, “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.  So, as much
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at
Rome also.  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

• 2 Cor. 4:7, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”
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Thus, not just any man will do.  God doesn’t search the ranks of
the spiritually unemployed looking for volunteers. His work is
challenging and demands dedicated workers.

In this lesson we are going to study some facts about how to
work with God.

God needs men who will work with him

A person may be knowledgeable about a lot of things:

He may know Theology, Greek, Hebrew, psychology, Methods,
etc., and still not be able to work with God.  Why?  He doesn’t know
how.

The Bible makes it clear that we are to be workers with God:

• 2 Cor. 6:1, “We then, as workers together with him, beseech
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”

• 1 Cor. 3:9, “For we are labourers together with God: ye are
God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.”

One plants, another waters, and God gives the increase. 1 Cor.
3:6-8, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth;
but God that giveth the increase.  Now he that planteth and he that
watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labour.”

The Prophet Jonah is a good example of a man who didn’t want
to work with God (on God’s conditions). God gave Jonah a
command to go and preach repentance to Nineveh.

Jonah 1:1-4, “Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son
of Amittai, saying,  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.  But Jonah rose
up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went
down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the
fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD.  But the LORD sent out a great wind
into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the
ship was like to be broken.”

Jonah ran away from his assignment.

It takes preparation to work with God:

• The disciples were trained for 3 1/2 years by the Lord.

• The Holy Spirit came to complete the training job begun by
Jesus.
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• Our task, too, is to train faithful men. 2 Tim. 2:2, “And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also.”

God needs men who practice what they preach.

Credibility is the challenge of our times:

We are constantly confronted by manipulators who try to use the 
media to control us.

• Many politicians say what people want to hear.

• Most public speaking is for money or pleasure.

Credibility is critical in religion:

You don’t notice if a druggist is a good father, pays his bills, or is
kind.  You just want him to fill your prescription.

The Gospel message, however, is mixed with the person giving it.  
You can’t separate the message from the messenger.

If a preacher doesn’t live what he preaches, people won’t
believe what he preaches.

The messenger can’t preach sacrifice while “living high on the
hog.”

The messenger can’t preach do, and not do himself.

He can’t preach go, and not go himself.

God needs men who are willing
to be like their Lord

He was a servant of all.

Phil. 2:5-8, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

He taught about being a servant.

Matt. 10:24-26, “The disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his lord.  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his
master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of
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the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his
household?  Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that
shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.”

He came to be a servant.

Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

The minister of the Gospel is to handle God’s Words aright
with the ability God has given him. 1 Pet. 4:11, “If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let
him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.”

This means having the right attitude. Prov. 23:7, “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his
heart is not with thee.”

How to work with God

(There are many things involved in working with God.  There are
several points which must be followed if you hope to work with
God:)

You work with God by knowing Him.  He must not be a
stranger.

John 17:3, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

You work with God by listening to Him. Psalms 85:8, “I will
hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his
people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.”

You work with God by thinking His thoughts. Isaiah 55:6-11,
“Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near:  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:  So 
shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
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You work with God by obeying His commands.

• Luke 6:46, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?”

• Heb. 5:8-9, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered;  And being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him;”

You work with God by trusting His Word.

• John 8:32, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.”

• John 8:36, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed.”

You work with God by being holy in your lifestyle. 1 Pet. 1:15, 
“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation;”

You work with God by honoring His priorities. Matt. 6:33,
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.”

You work with God by seeking His will in all things. James
4:15, “For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do
this, or that.”

You work with God by living and working by faith. Heb. 11:6,
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.”

You work with God by not walking after the flesh. Rom.
8:1-12, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law
of sin and death.  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  That the righteousness 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For
to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
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subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are
in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  And if Christ be in you, the
body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the
flesh.”

Conclusion

God needs men (and women) to work with Him. His needs are
more important than anyone else’s in the world. His work, through
man, is the salvation of souls.

God needs men like Philip. Acts 8:26-40, “And the angel of the
Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto
the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of
great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the
charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 
Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 
Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this
chariot.  And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet
Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?  And he
said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired
Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  The place of the
scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not
his mouth:  In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who
shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.  And
the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh
the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?  Then Philip
opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached
unto him Jesus.  And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And he commanded the chariot to
stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and
the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch
saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip was
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found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till
he came to Caesarea.”

God needs men with beautiful feet. Rom. 10:13-17, “For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  How
then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  But
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report?  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

Are you working with God? You must be a Christian to work for
Him.

How can a person become a Christian? The following are the
steps necessary to make that happen:

• Faith.  Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a 
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

• ·Repentance.  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “… Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I’m sorry; I’m sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
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is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

• Confession.  Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

• Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are  attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
all righteousness, “But John forbad him, saying, I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what 
did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is
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baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery 
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a Christian, won't you consider it
today?
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