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Let Every Man Be Swift To Hear
 

James 1:19

James 1:19, “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:”

In view of the fact that God is the provider of all good things, is the
Father of lights, and is dependable, Christians ought to be swift to hear
what God has to say.

God has spoken.

Heb. 1:1-3, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds;  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high:”

He did this through His Son.

• Heb. 1:1-3 (see above).

• Matt. 17:1-5, “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 
And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  And, behold, there
appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.  Then
answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be
here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  While he yet spake, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him.”

His message has been recorded.

Eph. 3:3-5, “How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  Whereby, when ye read, ye may
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understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  Which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;”

We should hear it.

Matt. 17:1-5 (see above).

We will be judged according to it.

• John 12:48, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day.”

• Rom. 2:16, “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”

Our salvation depends upon hearing this message.

• Rom. 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.”

• 1 Cor. 1:21, “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.”

It pleases God to hear His word preached.

• Psalms 107:20-22, “He sent his word, and healed them, and
delivered them from their destructions.  Oh that men would praise
the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the
children of men!  And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of
thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.”

• Psalms 107:38, “He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied
greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.”

He blesses those that hear His word, follow it, praise Him, and declare 
His words.

Jude 1:3, “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints.”

Nevertheless, people are careless about hearing God’s message, as we 
shall see in this study.
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There are many different kinds of hearers
who are unacceptable to God.

There are those who hear, but hear with dull ears.

Matt. 13:15-17, “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears
are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they
should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them.  But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.  
For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to
hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”

These may hear well some things, but are not keen or sharp in
hearing God’s will.

There are those who hear with itching ears.

2 Tim. 4:1-4, “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom;  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

These want to have their ears scratched that they may be pleased.

There are those who listen with stopped ears.

Acts 7:55-57, “But he (Stephen), being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on
the right hand of God,  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  Then they cried out with a
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,”

There are those who are angry hearers.

Gal. 4:16, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the
truth?”

Thus, there are people who get mad when they hear God’s message.

There are those who listen with curious ears.

Acts 17:18-21, “Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the 
Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other 
some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached 
unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.  And they took him, and brought him 
unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof
thou speakest, is?  For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we
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would know therefore what these things mean.  (For all the Athenians and
strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to
tell, or to hear some new thing.)”

Sometimes, these will hear to their profit, but their intent is not that.

There are selfish hearers.

Acts 24:24-26, “And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning
the faith in Christ.  And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.  He hoped also that
money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him:
wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.”

Felix had a selfish motive in hearing.

There are deceitful hearers.

Matt. 12:10, “And, behold, there was a man which had his hand
withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
days? that they might accuse him.”

These don’t hear to learn God’s will; they hear to entrap the speaker. 
This happens in debates.

In the examples cited, all are not Christians.  Yet, the spirit shown in
these examples may be found in Christians, too, as they hear the word of
the Lord.

There are desirable hearers —
people who are swift to hear.

A swift hearer is one who is quick to listen, quick to consider, and
quick to obey.

Examples of swift hearers abound in the New Testament.

• Acts 2:41, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls.”

• Acts 10:33, (Cornelius speaking to Peter) “Immediately therefore I
sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now
therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that
are commanded thee of God.”

• Acts 17:11, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”
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Hearers who will have the Lord’s blessings must also be obedient
hearers.

James 1:21-25, “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able
to save your souls.  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was.  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”

Jesus said that people who hear and obey are wise.

Matt. 7:21-27, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:  And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  And every one that
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell: and great was the fall of it.”

Men must also be frequent hearers if they are to please the Lord.

Psalms 1:1-6, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  The ungodly are not so:
but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  Therefore the ungodly
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.  For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of
the ungodly shall perish.”
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Conclusion.

Have you heard as to how one can become a Christian? The following
are the steps necessary to make that happen:

• Faith.  Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was in high
school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my same age told
me he was an atheist. Since I had been baptized, I took the
opportunity to talk to him about the scriptures. He told me that he
could see that living the life of a Christian was good, but he wasn’t
sure if he believed there was a God. But to be on the safe side,
maybe he should go to church, and when he dies and stands
before God (if there is a God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a
Judgment), maybe if God sees that he has gone to church and
lived a good life that God would send him to heaven (if there is a
heaven), and not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t
work that way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or
you cannot please Him.”

• ·Repentance.  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
Acts 11:18, “… Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you heard a noise
in the other room, and you think to yourself, “There’s a burglar in
my house!” So you reach for your cell phone, and as quietly as you
can, you call the police, tell them there is a burglar in your house,
and you give them your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and
capture the thief. He yells, “I’m sorry; I’m sorry!” What is he sorry
for? He is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and wants to
change his life so that he would never steal again. That is true
repentance. It is a change of mind that brings about a change of
action. That is what we have to do before we can become a
Christian.

• Confession.  Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” What do we confess? That we believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
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Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life, or
salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one has
already attained.

• Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and salvation are  
attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill all righteousness,
“But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me?  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to
be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he
suffered him.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus
was baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did you 
see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized? Jesus also
said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We are baptized
because it fulfills His righteousness, not because it is of our
righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what did you say the
reason of baptism is? “for the remission of sins”. Why would anyone 
want to leave out the step that removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be baptized.
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very same
thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16).
Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead to us. “Know ye not, that
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into
his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we
have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
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also in the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6). Baptism is
God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in our lives by
baptism. We are free from our old sins only when we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery and
sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a Christian, won't you consider it today?
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