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Servants Of Christ

Gal. 1:10

We are servants.

• Gal. 1:10, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of
Christ.”

• Rom. 6:16, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”

We are more than servants.

Gal. 4:7, “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ.”

What is a good servant?

Obedient.

• Rom. 6:17-18, “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you.  Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness.”

• 1 Pet. 1:22, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye
love one another with a pure heart fervently:”

Christ our example.  

• Phil. 2:5-8, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.”

• Heb. 5:8-9, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered;  And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”
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Diligent.

2 Tim. 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Not slothful.

• Rom. 12:11, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord;”

• 2 Pet. 1:5-11, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge;  And to knowledge temperance; and
to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;  And to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But
he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  Wherefore the
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  For so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

• Heb. 4:11, “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same example of unbelief.”

Humble. Submissive; serves.

• Matt. 18:4, “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

• Matt. 20:26-27, “But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be your minister;  And whosoever
will be chief among you, let him be your servant:”

• Rom. 12:10, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another;”

Christ our example — washed disciple’s feet.

• John 13:5, 14-16, “After that he poureth water into a bason, and
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel
wherewith he was girded. … If I then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I
have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
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Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.”

• (Feet washing was needed in that country.)

• Gen. 18:4, “Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:”

• Gen. 24:32, “And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his
camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to
wash his feet, and the men’s feet that were with him.”

Courageous.

• Josh. 1:5-8, “There shall not any man be able to stand before thee
all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  Be strong and of a good courage:
for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers to give them.  Only be thou strong
and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it
to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest.  This book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success.”

• Rom. 8:31, “… If God be for us, who can be against us?”

Devoted to his Master.

Example.  Exo. 21:1-6, “Now these are the judgments which thou shalt
set before them.  If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve:
and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing.  If he came in by himself,
he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go out
with him.  If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons
or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he shall
go out by himself.  And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my 
wife, and my children; I will not go out free:  Then his master shall bring him 
unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post;
and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve
him for ever.”
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Seeks only to serve. Gal. 1:10, “For do I now persuade men, or God?
or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the
servant of Christ.”

Cannot serve two masters. Matt. 6:24, “No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Persevering. Jacob served 14 years for Rachel.  Gen. 29:15-30, “And
Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou
therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?  And
Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name
of the younger was Rachel.  Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was
beautiful and well favoured.  And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve 
thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.  And Laban said, It is
better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man:
abide with me.  And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they
seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.  And Jacob said 
unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto 
her.  And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a
feast.  And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter,
and brought her to him; and he went in unto her.  And Laban gave unto his
daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid.  And it came to pass, that
in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then
hast thou beguiled me?  And Laban said, It must not be so done in our
country, to give the younger before the firstborn.  Fulfil her week, and we
will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet
seven other years.  And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave
him Rachel his daughter to wife also.  And Laban gave to Rachel his
daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid.  And he went in also unto
Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet
seven other years.”

Be not weary in well-doing.  Gal. 6:9, “And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

Always persevere.  Eph. 6:18, “Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints;”

Faithful to his Master. 1 Cor. 4:1-2, “Let a man so account of us, as of
the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover it
is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

Faithful unto death. Rev. 2:10, “… be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life.”
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