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The Gospel According To Isaiah

Isa. 1:1

Undoubtedly, you have heard of the four gospels...

• The gospel according to Matthew.

• The gospel according to Mark.

• The gospel according to Luke.

• The gospel according to John.

But have you heard of the gospel according to Isaiah?

Preaching the gospel of Christ, it was not uncommon for the apostles
and others in the first century to refer to the Old Testament.

It was Paul’s custom. Acts 17:2-3, “And Paul, as his manner was, went 
in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
scriptures,  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered,
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto
you, is Christ.”

Apollos did the same at Corinth. Acts 18:27-28, “And when he was
disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to
receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had
believed through grace:  For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that
publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.”

That was because elements of the gospel were foretold by Old
Testament prophets...

• Concerning the coming of the Messiah (Jesus Christ).

• Concerning the establishment of His kingdom.

One such prophet was Isaiah, who lived 750 years before Jesus
Christ; who was sent to prophesy to Judah and Jerusalem.

Isa. 1:1, “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah.”

Isaiah’s book contains so many prophecies regarding the Messiah
and His kingdom... He is often called “the Messianic prophet”.

We could call his book “The Gospel According To Isaiah”.
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To illustrate my point, let’s review some of the prophecies found in the 
book of Isaiah.

The gospel of the Messiah.

Good news about the man Jesus Christ.

He would be born of a virgin.

Whose name would be Immanuel (“God with us”). Isa. 7:14,
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

And was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus by Mary. Matt. 1:18-23, “Now
the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child
of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  Now all this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying,  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God
with us.”

He would be a wonderful Child.

With an amazing name(s), destined to reign. Isa. 9:6-7, “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.”

This was announced by the angels at Jesus’ birth. Luke 2:11, “For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.”

He would be of the family of David (Jesse).

Descending from the “stem of Jesse” (David’s father). Isa. 11:1, “And
there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots:”

Jesus’ lineage is shown in Matt. 1 (via Joseph) and Luke 3 (via Mary).
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The Spirit of the Lord would rest upon Him.

With wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and
fear of the Lord. Isa. 11:2, “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;”

This was visibly manifested at His baptism by John. Matt. 3:16, “And
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:”

Good news about His ministry.

He would be preceded by a forerunner.

One sent to prepare the way. Isa. 40:3-5, “The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain:  And the glory of the LORD shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath
spoken it.”

This was fulfilled with the ministry of John the Baptist. Matt. 3:1-3,
“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of
Judaea,  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  For
this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.”

He would be anointed to preach good tidings.

To the poor, proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord. Isa. 61:1-3,
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound;  To proclaim the acceptable year of the
LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  To
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;
that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD,
that he might be glorified.”

This was fulfilled by His preaching in Nazareth. Luke 4:16-21, “And
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to
read.  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias.
And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was

The Gospel According To Isaiah                                                       5



written,  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year of the
Lord.  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened
on him.  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled
in your ears.”

He would bring light to those living in Galilee.

In the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali. Isa. 9:1-2, “Nevertheless the
dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he
lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward 
did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in
Galilee of the nations.  The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.”

This was fulfilled by His living and preaching in Capernaum. Matt.
4:12-16, “Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he
departed into Galilee;  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and
Nephthalim:  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying,  The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the
way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;  The people which
sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and
shadow of death light is sprung up.”

He would not advertise Himself.

By quarreling or crying out in the streets. Isa. 42:1-3, “Behold my
servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put
my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.  He shall
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.  A bruised
reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall
bring forth judgment unto truth.”

This was fulfilled in Jesus’ response to threats on His life. Matt.
12:14-21, “Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him,
how they might destroy him.  But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself
from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; 
And charged them that they should not make him known:  That it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,  Behold my
servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well
pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the
Gentiles.  He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice
in the streets.  A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he
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not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.  And in his name shall
the Gentiles trust.”

He would suffer in our behalf:

Despised and rejected by men.

• Isa. 53:1-3, “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm
of the LORD revealed?  For he shall grow up before him as a tender
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor
comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him.  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces
from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”

• John 1:11, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”

His suffering and death for our sins.

• Isa. 53:4-6, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

• Isa. 53:8, “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

• Matt. 8:17, “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias
the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our
sicknesses.”

• 1 Pet. 2:24, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed.”

Silent before His accusers.

• Isa. 53:7, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”

• Matt. 27:12-14, “And when he was accused of the chief priests and
elders, he answered nothing.  Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest
thou not how many things they witness against thee?  And he
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answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor
marvelled greatly.”

His grave with the wicked and the rich.

• Isa. 53:9, “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.”

• Matt. 27:38, “Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on
the right hand, and another on the left.”

• Matt. 27:57-60, “When the even was come, there came a rich man of 
Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple: 
He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded the body to be delivered.  And when Joseph had taken
the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,  And laid it in his own
new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great
stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.”

All according to God’s will, for our sins.

• Isa. 53:10-12, “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the
LORD shall prosper in his hand.  He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  Therefore will
I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and 
he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

• Acts 2:23, “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain:”

• 1 Tim. 2:5-6, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus;  Who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.”

Through such vivid prophecies, Isaiah foretold the gospel
of the Messiah.

Note how Philip was able to make good use of Isaiah’s “gospel” in
preaching Christ.

Acts 8:30-38, “And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the
prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?  And he
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said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip
that he would come up and sit with him.  The place of the scripture which he 
read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb
dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  In his humiliation
his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for
his life is taken from the earth.  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said,
I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other
man?  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus.  And as they went on their way, they came unto a 
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him.”

But Isaiah’s prophecies were not limited to the Messiah
Himself.

Just as Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom:

Mark 1:14-15, “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,  And saying, The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel.”

So did Isaiah through his prophecies.

The gospel of the kingdom.

Good news about its origin.

It shall come to pass in the “latter days”.

The mountain of the Lord’s house would be established. Isa. 2:1-2,
“The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of
the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.”

The time was fulfilled when Jesus began preaching. Mark 1:14-15,
“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God,  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
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It would proceed from Jerusalem.

As the Word is spread. Isa. 2:3, “And many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.”

So, Jesus explained, the Word must proceed from Jerusalem. Luke
24:44-47, “And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.  Then opened he their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures,  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus 
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  And
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”

Good news about its nature.

It would be a kingdom of peace.

People will not learn war; its king will be the Prince of Peace.

• Isa. 2:4, “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

• Isa. 9:6-7, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.”

Thus the kingdom of God is one of peace. Rom. 14:17, “For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.”

It would include the Gentiles.

The Gentiles shall seek Him, in Whom they shall find justice.

• Isa. 11:10, “And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek:
and his rest shall be glorious.”
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• Isa. 42:1, “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom
my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles.”

• Isa. 42:6, “I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of
the people, for a light of the Gentiles;”

Thus, Jesus has united both Jew and Gentile. Eph. 2:11-18,
“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who
are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the
flesh made by hands;  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  But now in Christ
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us;  Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  And that he
might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the
enmity thereby:  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off,
and to them that were nigh.  For through him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father.”

Good news about its future.

It would last forever.

Of His kingdom there shall be no end. Isa. 9:7, “Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.”

Just as the angel Gabriel pronounced to Mary. Luke 1:31-33, “And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.”

It would usher in new heavens and new earth, promised by God in
terms to which Israel could relate.

• Isa. 65:17-25, “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth:
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  But be
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ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.  And I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.  There shall be no more
thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: 
for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an
hundred years old shall be accursed.  And they shall build houses,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of
them.  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people,
and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall
not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of
the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.  And it shall
come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the
serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain, saith the LORD.”

• Isa. 66:22-23, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I
will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your
seed and your name remain.  And it shall come to pass, that from one 
new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all
flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”

This promise was fully realized with the coming of Christ.

• 2 Pet. 3:10-14, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up.  Seeing then that all these
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in
all holy conversation and godliness,  Looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

• Rev. 21:1-4, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
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husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away.”

Conclusion.

Perhaps, we can see why the apostles and others used the Old
Testament...

• To convince many that Jesus was the Messiah.

• To proclaim the prophecies concerning Him and His kingdom were 
being fulfilled.

What is your reaction to the gospel? Foretold by the prophets
centuries before Christ came? Proclaimed by the apostles and preachers
in the first century, A.D.?

My prayer and hope is that the result would be...

Similar to that of the Samaritans.

Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women.”

Like that of the Ethiopian Eunuch.

Acts 8:30-38, “And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the
prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?  And he
said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip
that he would come up and sit with him.  The place of the scripture which he 
read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb
dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  In his humiliation
his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for
his life is taken from the earth.  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said,
I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other
man?  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus.  And as they went on their way, they came unto a 
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
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down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him.”

Not like some of those in Rome, who had hardened their hearts!

Acts 28:23-31, “And when they had appointed him a day, there came
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.  And some
believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not.  And when
they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had
spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto
our fathers,  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear,
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:  For
the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them.  Be it known therefore unto you, that the
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.  And
when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great
reasoning among themselves.  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own
hired house, and received all that came in unto him,  Preaching the
kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.”

Have your hearts grown dull and ears hard of hearing, that the good
news of the kingdom and the Lord Jesus Christ do not prompt the proper 
response?  I hope not, and that we are all moved to proper action by these 
words of Jesus spoken at the beginning and end of His ministry:

• Mark 1:15, “…The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”

• Mark 16:15-16, “… Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned.”
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