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What Is Your Life?
James 4:13-16
This question is asked in view of warnings given relative to presuming
too much.
James 4:13-15, “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go
into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”
However, much is said in the Bible about this subject.
In this text, your life is a “little time,” even “a vapor,” which makes but
a brief appearance.
James 4:14, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away.”
Let us consider other things involved in this question.

What is your life?
In one sense, your life is a mystery. It is beyond comprehension.
Some explain life with the idea of evolution.
The Bible tells us that life is from God.

• Gen. 2:7, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.”

• Acts 17:24-26, “God that made the world and all things therein,
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; Neither is worshipped with mens hands, as
though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath,
and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;”
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It is an uncertain thing
• Prov. 27:1, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth.”

• James 4:13-16, “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will
go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and
get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will,
we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your
boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.”

• Psalms 90:9-10, “For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we
spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years are
threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be
fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon
cut off, and we fly away.”
What is your life? It is not something measured by material things, as
some say: “This sure is living!”
One may say of the possession of material things: “This is living.”
However, he is mistaken in that.
Luke 12:15, “And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a mans life consisteth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth.”

It is not food and raiment,
even though these things are necessary
Many think that is living, but they are mistaken.

• Luke 16:19-31, “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full
of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the
rich mans table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it
came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abrahams bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar
off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy
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lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this,
between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us,
that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore,
father, that thou wouldest send him to my fathers house: For I have
five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into
this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses
and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

• Matt. 6:25, “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what
ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than
raiment?”

Life is not having a good time,
even though that is what many seem to think.
• Eccl. 11:9, “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these
things God will bring thee into judgment.”

• Matt. 5:27-28, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart.”

• James 1:12-15, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord
hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.”

• Eph. 4:17-22, “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their
mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the
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blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness. But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have
heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man,
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;”

What is your life?
Life is time.
James 4:14, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away.”
It is such a little time, but it is time.
Job 14:1-2, “Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of
trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a
shadow, and continueth not.”
Methuselah lived 969 years, but what else do you remember about
him other than that he seems to have died in the flood.
Life can be defined as a time of preparation.
Eccl. 12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
Life is a building.
Heb. 6:1-3, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms,
and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment. And this will we do, if God permit.”
It is sometimes spoken of as a dressing room.
Eph. 5:27, “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.”
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Life is a war.
1 Tim. 6:12, “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession
before many witnesses.”
We must take care as to how we war in this life.

• 1 Cor. 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.”

• Eph. 6:1-17, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is
right.
Honour thy father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your
heart, as unto Christ; Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as
the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With
good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: Knowing that
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of
the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye masters, do the same
things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master
also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God:”
Life is a contest.

• 1 Cor. 9:25, “And every man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown;
but we an incorruptible.”
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• 2 Tim. 2:5, “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not
crowned, except he strive lawfully.”

• Heb. 12:1-2, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”
We must be careful how we play the game. The poet correctly wrote:
For when the great scorer comes to write against your name,
He writes not that you won or lost, but how you played the game.

Conclusion
What is your life? Hopefully, from your consideration of this lesson,
you are more concerned with your life and its responsibilities.
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